
Robinson School Meeting 
Reconsideration of the Budget 

Sat, May 2, 2015 

 

The legal voters of the Starksboro Town School District met at the Mt. Abraham 

Auditorium in Bristol on Saturday, May 2, 2015, at 9:00 a.m., to reconsider the 

Robinson School budget for FY 2015-16. Two hundred and thirteen (213) voters 

attended.  

 

The moderator called the meeting to order at 9:16 a.m. The Pledge of Allegiance 

followed. He made announcements, that Dan Baker had travelled the farthest (from 

Honduras) to attend the meeting, and that Daycare was available today.  

 

The moderator went over the reason for this special meeting and reviewed Roberts 

Rules and procedures. He then introduced the School Board and Town Clerk. 

 

Article 1:  Louis DuPont made a motion to reconsider the action of the voters on 

February 28, 2015, appropriating $3,005,169 for the support of the Robinson 

Elementary School for the year beginning July 1, 2015. Seconded by Elliot 

Putnam. Louis DuPont spoke for the School Board, advocating in favor of 

reconsidering this article. The board feels that the voted amount from February is 

more than the community can afford, and that, if reconsidered, there would be an 

opportunity to vote an amendment for a different amount. 

 

Donna Lescoe encouraged the voters to think about those not able to attend today. 

 

Alan Quittner called the question, seconded by Wayne Place. Voice vote called to 

end discussion. Ayes have it. 

Voice vote called on Article 1 to reconsider the action of the voters on February 

28, 2015. Voice vote too close to determine. Standing vote called – Yes-122, No-

70.  

The Moderator read the Article again as it appeared above. Louis DuPont motioned 

to bring it to the floor, seconded by Jeff Keeney. Louis DuPont proposed an 

amendment to the Article of $2,924,537. Seconded by Norman Cota. Handouts 

were given out to the voters. The School Board discussed the handouts, which 

included Robinson’s budget goals, FY 2016 staffing, negotiations, building and 

grounds, search for a new principal, and proposed cost to taxpayers.  

 



The School Board then fielded questions from the voters regarding increase in per 

pupil spending, difference between the original proposed budget and this one, staff 

reductions, student population, sinking funds, kindergarten. Nancy Cornell, school 

board, stated that they were trying to address kids with big needs, starting with 

kindergarten.  

There are quite a few children with learning, social, and emotional disabilities that 

need to be addressed now. 

Statements of support of the School Board were made by a few people, including 

support of making early investments in our children which pays off later. A couple 

of Robinson’s teachers told how the cuts at school do affect the kids. More 

discussion. 

 

David Gratton made a motion to call the question, seconded by Caroline Camara. 

Bonita Bedard asked if an amendment could be made at this time. Moderator 

answered not at this time. Voice vote called, so voted. Discussion ended. 

 

Bonita Bedard asked if an amendment could be made after this gets voted. The 

Moderator said yes. 

Voice vote called on the amended amount of $2,924,537. So voted. Ayes have it. 

 

The Moderator than read the amended article: Shall the voters of the Starksboro 

Town School District vote $2,924,537 for the support of the Robinson Elementary 

School for the year beginning July 1, 2015? Motion made by Jeff Keeney and 

seconded by Norman Cota.  

 

Bonita Bedard, former school board member, felt that the original school budget 

brought before the voters in February was a good one. She stated that at some point 

staff numbers have to be dealt with. She asked why the increase back in February 

wasn’t accepted.  

 

John Painter expressed concerns about recent “us vs them” mentality since town 

meeting in February. He also appreciated the board’s compromise in the budget 

and felt it was a good one. 

 

Sarah Gendreau said her concern was accountability, and asked if the budget does 

get voted, at what point do we hold staff accountable for what is going on in the 

school, and when do we see the results of what we put into the school. What is 

happening when students aren’t prepared when they get to the high school level. 

 



The school board stated that accountability is huge, and that across the district 

improvements are being made to help the boards function better.  

 

Emily Gibbs, Wellness Teacher at Robinson, spoke with her concerns about 

cutting the six staff positions, and that it will affect all students in the school.  

 

Nancy Custer Carroll felt that the children, their families, and the staff are what 

make up the school. 

 

Matt Norris mentioned the $66,000 surplus, which reduces taxes 3%. This is really 

a 13% increase. With a decrease in student population, then staff numbers should 

go down. He stated that he supported the original amended proposal from February 

Town Meeting.  

 

Joanne Gifford also supported the original proposed budget from February. 

 

Jill Jemison said that great schools make great community. She felt like the board 

listened to what the voters wanted, and she supports the budget on the table. 

 

Jeff Keeney called the question, seconded by Ted Barrett. Matt Norris asked if he 

could make an amendment to the budget at this time. The Moderator said he could 

not. Voice vote called, so voted. Discussion ended. 

 

Back to the article as amended. Matt Norris made the motion to amend back to the 

original amount of $2,868,663. Point of order called from one of the voters. The 

Moderator stated that we needed to vote on the 2,924,537 first. Donna Lescoe 

made motion to request a paper ballot. Seconded by Bonita Bedard. Much 

confusion followed. The moderator explained that we were voting on the 

$2,924,537 that the school board amended today, and that, if it passed, we were 

pretty much done, and if it got voted down, it would mean another meeting on 

another day. 

 

Results of paper ballot voting on the amended budget of $2,924,537 was: 

   Yes – 142       No – 65 

 

The Moderator announced the results.  

 

School Board member, Louis DuPont, thanked everyone for attending today, and 

for the support. He also gave special thanks to Pat Hartnett for 3 years as Principal 



at Robinson. He also mentioned that several people had asked him about 

volunteering at the school, to which there will be several opportunities to do so.  

 

Jeff Keeney made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Connie Waller, 

and so voted. Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


